
Q U A R T E R D E C K  

S U R F A C E  S A L I N I T Y ,  V I S U A L I Z A T I O N ,  

CD-ROMS 

T H E  FACT THAT WE MAY soon be able to virtually walk (or run) through our data is 

exciting. I have often felt that support for oceanography would be better if people 

could see ocean currents, river plumes, and herds of whales as easily as they can see 

birds, clouds, and cold fronts. Imagine sitting on the bottom of a virtual ocean looking 

up through variably translucent density layers . . . then you touch the control panel 

tweaking the trade winds a bit and watch the resulting adjustment. Imagine seeing the 

ocean from the viewpoint of a fish larvae or an oyster. The possibilities for research 

and education are nearly limitless. Wheless,  Valle-Levinson,  and Sherman describe 

some of the interesting aspects of virtual reality when applied to oceanography. Hope- 

fully we all may soon be able to walk into a CAVE and explore a virtual ocean. 

When Gary Lagefloef brought up the idea of a paper on remote sensing of salinity I 

was skeptical while at the same time knew that we desperately needed such measure- 

ments. His paper with Swift and Le Vine shows that the capability to measure interan- 

nual variabili ty of surface salinity is near. Such measurements will no doubt help us 

understand the interplay between North Atlantic salinity and Deep Water formation. A 

sidebar piece by Jerry Miller describes an airplane mounted sensor that is nearly opera- 

tional for observation of salinity in coastal waters. 

This issue ends with Korgen ' s  comments on the 1993 Briscoe and Evans article, 

Elizabeth Smith 's  review of CD-ROM technology in oceanography, and two Futures 

pieces one on coccolithophores by Christopher Brown and a second by Thomas Orsi 

on seafloor sediments. 

- - L a r r y  Atkinson 
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