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Where is the OCEAN

in Global Policy Discussions?

On May 5 and 6, the G7' environment
ministers gathered in France to discuss
pressing needs, and then issued a state-
ment in the context of “fighting inequal-
ities by protecting biodiversity and cli-
mate” Among the 52 actions highlighted
in their 12-page report, a few have direct
relevance to The Oceanography Society.
Words used most frequently in the decla-
ration include biodiversity (49 instances),
sustainable (42), and climate (33). Way
down that list are key words that relate
directly to TOS—ocean (15) and marine
(14). The G7 ministers “emphasize the
need to address the different ways in
which climate change and environmental
degradation affect territories, oceans and
seas, activities and people,” so at least the
ocean was included. And the G7 are com-
mitted to improving and sharing the lat-
est state-of-the art knowledge regarding
the ecological state of the ocean, to boost-
ing ocean awareness and literacy, and to
ensuring that existing and new anthropo-
genic pressures are reduced and do not
threaten the health of the ocean.
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In this respect, we welcome the G7
Initiative on Earth Observation and
Integrated Coastal Zone Management as
well as the work by the G7 Future of the
Seas and Oceans Working Group and its
efforts to establish an Ocean Observation
Coordination Centre to strengthen col-
laboration, including with the Global
Ocean Observing System (GOOS). We
invite the Working Group to support
preparations for and activities under
the UN Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development (2021-2030).
“The ocean we need for the future we
want!” decadal proposal aims to gather
stakeholders worldwide behind a com-
mon framework to ensure that ocean
science can fully support countries in
creating improved conditions for the
conservation and sustainable use of the
ocean, seas, and marine resources. So,
here you go fellow TOS members, we
have work to do!

Two months earlier, on March 6, 2019,
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan
received the Joint Statement by Science20
(S20) as part of this year’s G202 process.
The executive summary begins with:
“A healthy coastal and marine environ-
ment is essential for the ongoing sustain-
able development of human society. The
ocean is a large absorber of atmospheric
heat and carbon dioxide, and provides
a vital buffer against anthropogenic cli-
mate change. The ocean contributes to
human well-being in many ways, such as
providing protein from fisheries, main-
taining various natural cycles and is also
a source of recreation and spiritual com-
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fort. However, coastal and marine eco-
systems are also facing serious threats”
The five-page document uses the word
ocean 42 times, followed by marine (32)
and other keywords such as plastic (22),
ecosystem (13), carbon (11), and climate
(10). To my knowledge, it is the first time
that the G20 process has taken note of the
ocean and, more remarkable, that under
the Japanese leadership the only topic
the science track under G20 addressed
this year was the ocean. That is excellent
news, because the G20 group is much
more inclusive than the G7 and speaks
better to the broad, global membership
of TOS. Statements like those should give
us hope that the science we do is increas-
ingly recognized and supported by differ-
ent policy groups around the world.
Finally, on May 6 the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) released
its major report. The top three words
found in the 30 pages of tightly spaced
text are nature (52), change (43), and bio-
diversity (39), and when adding oceans
and ocean together, we have a respectable

' G7 is a collective of seven of the world’s most industrialized and developed economies: Canada, France, Germany, ltaly, Japan, the United Kingdom,

and the United States.

2 G20 is a forum for international economic cooperation and decision-making that includes Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the

European Union.
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(27). The report says: “Nature across most
of the globe has now been significantly
altered by multiple human drivers, with
the great majority of indicators of eco-
systems and biodiversity showing rapid
decline. Seventy-five per cent of the land
surface is significantly altered, 66 per cent
of the ocean area is experiencing increas-
ing cumulative impacts, and over 85 per
cent of wetlands (area) has been lost” But
the report provides directions for future
work. “Sustaining and conserving fisher-
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ies and marine species and ecosystems can
be achieved through a coordinated mix of
interventions on land, in freshwater and
in the oceans, including multilevel coor-
dination across stakeholders on the use
of open oceans” And, “Ensuring sustain-
able food production from the oceans
while protecting biodiversity entails pol-
icy action to apply sustainable ecosystem
approaches to fisheries management, spa-
tial planning (including the implementa-
tion and expansion of marine protected

areas) and, more broadly, to address driv-
ers such as climate change and pollution”

All of this will require excellence in
ocean science and the collection of data
and information that can support those
actions. While the engagement of ocean
experts in IPBES could be strengthened,
these assessment reports (including the
IPCC special report on Cryosphere and
Ocean expected later this year) should
be discussed widely in the ocean science
community as they may offer guidance
toward new areas of focus.

Sl Uss,

Martin Visbeck, TOS President
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G7 Statement of Environment Ministers:
https://www.elysee.fr/admin/upload/default/0001/
04/7d84becef82b656c246fa1b26519567ce
3755600.pdf.

G20 Statement of Science Ministers:
https://www.leopoldina.org/uploads/tx_leo
publication/2019_S20_Japan_Statement_07.pdf.

IPBES press release with link to draft reports:
https://www.ipbes.net/news/Media-Release-
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Graduate Student and
Early Career Resources

https://tos.org/opportunities

The Oceanography Society’s portal contains information
on jobs, fellowships, scholarships, and ship time/fieldwork
opportunities, as well as links to useful articles. New resources are
added regularly, so please be sure visit this site often!
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Oceanography Student New

https://tos.org/opp:

Have you read the latest issue of Oceanography Student News?
Each newsletter includes a regular column by the student
representative to the TOS Council, profiles of TOS student members,
information about student activities related to TOS-sponsored
meetings, and links to relevant student resources and articles
in Oceanography magazine. Feel free to forward the links to the
newsletters to other students, or print out a copy and post it on your
department bulletin board. Any questions? Email TOS Student Rep
Chrissy Hernandez at studentrep@tos.org.
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