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It is clear from the new look of Oceanography, and the magazine’s Web page, that it has been 

a busy few months for us. With this magazine issue, you are seeing some of the fruits of our 

labors.

Working with a new designer, we have updated the magazine’s look, both inside and out. 

The font on the cover’s masthead has changed, and starting with the March 2004 issue (17-

1) we are now including the month and year on the cover to make it easier to reference the 

magazine. The three-column layout, different use of fonts, and other new graphical elements 

provide a fresh, eye-catching design. If you need to contact an author, instead of looking for 

the information in the magazine’s front matter, you can fi nd the lead author’s email address 

in a box in each article.

You’ll see many changes to the TOS Web site, too, upon entering www.tos.org. When dig-

ging into the magazine’s Web pages, you will fi nd considerably more content than before. 

Some new additions are the table of contents for all back issues of Oceanography, and several 

back-issue articles in pdf format. We are still revamping the site, and will soon be posting: ex-

panded instructions for authors; a modifi ed style guide (including guidelines for submitting 

fi gures and graphics); information on unsolicited manuscripts and advertising; and deadlines 

and editor/author contact information for upcoming special issues. Please review these ma-

terials if submitting a manuscript to Oceanography, even if you have submitted one or more in 

the past. 

I have been working to gather ideas—and solid commitments—for future special issues of 

the magazine. With only four issues published each year and so many exciting topics to cover, 

I’m fi nding this an enjoyable, yet challenging, part of my job. If you have an idea for an Ocean-

ography theme, I encourage you to call or write to me immediately, even if the idea is not yet 

fully formed. It can take more than a year to progress from idea to published magazine pages. 

If you get in touch with me, I can play an active role, assisting you with this process.

I hope that you enjoy reading this issue of the magazine as much as I have. I would like to 

thank Joan Cleveland of the Offi ce of Naval Research for bringing to me the idea of publish-

ing an issue on coastal ocean optics, and acting as guest editor.

Changes
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Breaking Waves
A new section entitled Breaking Waves began appear-

ing in issues of Oceanography in 2002. Th e purpose 

of this new section is to provide an outlet for short 

papers describing novel approaches to multi-disci-

plinary problems in oceanography. Th ese provoca-

tive papers will present fi ndings that are synthetic by 

design, and have the potential to move the fi eld of 

oceanography forward or in new directions. 

Papers should be written in a style that is both 

concise and accessible to a broad readership. While 

these papers should be thought-provoking for the 

professional oceanographer, they should also be writ-

ten in a manner that is engaging for the educated 

non-professional. As in other sections of Oceanog-

raphy, we encourage the use of color photographs 

and fi gures to help illustrate a paper’s main points 

and add to its aesthetic appeal. Consistent with our 

eff ort to publish papers on rapidly advancing top-

ics in oceanography, all submissions to the Breaking 

Waves section will be given a special fast-track in the 

peer-review and publishing process. Our goal will be 

to publish papers no more than two issues (i.e. six 

months) after their submission. 

Th e Associate Editor overseeing the devel-

opment of Breaking Waves is Charles H. Greene 

(chg2@cornell.edu), Department of Earth and Atmo-

spheric Sciences, Cornell University. Authors should 

submit a brief email message to the Associate Editor 

outlining their ideas for papers prior to actual manu-

script preparation. Th is step will insure that authors 

receive appropriate feedback prior to investing their 

time and energy in preparing manuscripts that may 

be unsuitable for publication in this forum. Cor-

respondence with the Associate Editor and submis-

sion of manuscripts should be done electronically 

whenever possible. File formats for text, fi gures, and 

photographs must be consistent with existing style 

guidelines for Oceanography.
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