BOOK REVIEW

The Silent Landscape
T H E S CI ENT I FI C VOYAG E O F H MS CHALLEN GE R

At the heart of these mandates was a contentious issue: the azoic theory, a popularly
accepted view that marine life could not exist below depths of 300 fathoms (1,800 feet).
It was believed that the deep ocean floor
was a lifeless abyss (hence the title The Silent
Landscape), but Wyville Thompson, profes-
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