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"A billion here, a billion there, 
and pretty soon you're talking 
about real money." 

Those, the famous words of U.S. Senator Everett 
Dirksen, describing our arcane American Federal budget 
process. Maybe what we oceanographers need is some "real 
money." 

We're pretty good at justifying our individual chunks 
and professional interests. Right now, in Washington, there 

are independent  reports identifying separate needs for: 1) 

ocean bot tom seismometers; 2) an upda ted  research fleet; 3) 

an integrated and sustained ocean observing system; 4) fish- 

eries survey vessels; 5) next  generation military survey ships; 

6) au tonomous  ocean sampling networks,  etc. At 10s to 100s 

of millions of dollars apiece, collectively these requests rep- 

resent "real money" .  The trouble is that nobody  has come 

forward with the single s tatement  of communi ty  need for 

inf ras t ructure  suppor t ,  so, instead,  we s tand divided.  

Decision makers see us as a communi ty  tha t - -as  one senior 

political official once described us - - "ea t s  its own":  we seem 

to believe that the gains realized for constructing one ship 

come at the expense of suppor t ing an observing system. 

Bosh! As long as we perceive it as such, so it will be. Instead, 

we need to let the public at large know that we have a broad 

and comprehensive set of plans and priorities for all of our  

observational capabilities. It would  not  be hard to knit 

together the existing, well thought-out  strategies for obser- 

vatories, ships, buoys,  etc. and present  them as a compre- 

hensive communi ty  statement of need.  The arguments  sup- 

port ing the benefit  to society have also been carefully crafted. 

What  seems to be missing is the will to pull  this together. 

Our  communi ty  leaders, internationally, nationally, in 

government ,  the private sector, and academia need to feel the 

pressure to develop this will. An alphabet  soup of organiza- 

tions (IOC, NORLC, TOS, SCAR, CORE, etc.) are posit ioned 

to provide  suppor t  in all fo rms- - f rom convening meetings, 
to influencing decision-makers,  and sometimes even serving 

as chief "javelin catchers." The goal is a clear, concise and 

compell ing argument  for investing precious resources in 

oceanographic infrastructure. Then, maybe,  we can chase the 

real money. 

www.tos.org 

EDITOR 
Richard W. Spinrad 

U.S. Naval Observatory 
3450 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20392-5421 USA 
(202) 762-1697 Fax: (202) 762-1025 

spinrad.richard@hq.navy.mil 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 
Elizabeth J. Ttrpak 
magazine@tos.org 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Gregg J. Brunskill 

Australian Institute of Marine Science 
PMB No. 3, Townsville, M.C. 
Queensland 4810, Australia 

(61) 7 4753 4481 Fax: (61) 7 4772 5852 
g.brunskill@aims.gov.au 

Ellen R.M. Druffel 
Department of Earth System Science 

222 Roland Hall University of California 
Irvine, California 92697-3100 USA 
(949) 824-2116 Fax: (949) 824-3256 

edruffel@uci.edu 

Charles H. Greene 
Director, Ocean Resources and Ecosystems Program 

Department of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences 
Comell University 

2130 Snee Hall 
Ithaca, New York 14853-2701 

(607) 255-5449 Fax: (607) 254-4780 
chg2@cornell.edu 

James Syvitski 
Director, Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research 

University of Colorado at Boulder 
1560 30th Street, Campus Box 450 

Boulder, Colorado 80309-4050 USA 
(303) 492-7909 Fax (303) 492-6388 

james.syvitski@colorado.edu 

Peter Wadhams 
Scott Polar Research Institute 

University of Cambridge 
Lensfield Road 

Cambridge CB2 1ER England 
+44 1223-336542 

pw11@phx.cam.ac.uk 

DESIGN/PRINTING 
Corporate Press 

403 Brightseat Road 
Landover, Maryland 20785 USA 

Oceanography • VoL 15 • No. 3/2002 
2 


