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RESEARCH VESSEL 
ARGO-MAINE 

By David W. Townsend 

THEAssocia t ion  for Research on the Gulf 
of Maine (ARGO-Maine), formed in the 
fall of 1984, is a consortium of the principal 
academic, private and government marine 
research organizations in the State of Maine. 
Its member institutions include the Bige- 
low Laboratory for Ocean Sciences, the 
Maine Department of Marine Resources, 
the Maine Geological Survey, Maine Mari- 
time Academy, and the University of Maine. 
ARGO-Maine's fundamental mission is to 
stimulate and facilitate scientific research 
on the Gulf of Maine. 

In 1987 ARGO-Maine was awarded the 
R/V Cayuse by the National Science Foun- 
dation. The ship, which arrived from Moss 
Landing, California, in October of 1987, is 
the only U.S. oceanographic research ves- 
sel based in the Gulf of Maine. Renamed 
the R/V ARGO-Maine, she is owned by 
Maine Maritime Academy, which operates 
the vessel on a non-profit basis on behalf of 
the ARGO-Maine institutions. 

The ARGO-Maine was built in 1968 as 
an oceanographic research vessel. Origi- 
nally named the R/V Cayuse after an Ameri- 
can Indian tribe, she was assigned to Ore- 
gon State University as part of the National 
Science Foundation's (NSF) University- 
National Oceanographic Laboratory Sys- 
tem (UNOLS) fleet. In 1977 she was trans- 
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J • 

ferred to Moss Landing Marine Laborato- 
ries of San Jose State University. Respond- 
inff to recent use patterns, UNOLS reas- 
signed the R/V Cape Florida (renamed 
PointSur) from the University of Miami to 
Moss Landing to replace the smaller Cay- 
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R/V ARGO-MAINE SPECIFICATIONS 
Length 80 feet 
Beam 24 feet 
Draft 10 feet 
Displacement 173 tons 
Maximum Speed t 0 knots 
Cruising Speed 9 knots 
Minimum Speed 0.5 knots 
Range 4,500 miles 
Endurance 20 days 
Crew 5 
Scientific Berthing 10 
Dry Lab Area 187 sq. feet 
Wet Lab Area 170 sq. feet 
After Deck Area 400 sq. feet 
Propulsion Single screw with bow 

thruster 
Electrical Power Two 60kw, 125/208v 3ph 

60 cy generators; 120v 1 
ph available throughout 
vessel 

Navigation SatNav, Loran C with plot 
ter, Gryrocompass, 
weather FAX, speedlog 
autopilot, radar, SSB 
VHF, tathometers, wind 
speed and direction 

Winches 4-Conductor and standard 
hydrographic (2000m), 
Deep sea Trawl (6500m), 
and removeable 
dual otter trawl winches 

Heavy Lift Equip. 3-ton crane, Port A-frame, 
Stern U-frame, UNOLS tie 
downs 

use. In 1986 the NSF requested proposals 
from institutions wishing to acquire R]V 
Cayuse, either as a replacement for a 
UNOLS vessel of equal or larger size, or to 
acquire outright ownership. 

The ARGO-Maine's present captain, 
Don Bradford, has served with the vessel 
from the time of its arrival from Oregon 
until he became captain of the Point Sur. 
The ship has had an active career as a 
research vessel; while on the west coast, 
she cruised throughout much of the North 
Pacific, ranging as far as the Gulf of Alaska, 
Hawaii and Peru. She has performed essen- 
tially all types of oceanographic tasks, in- 
cluding box coring, piston coring, hydro- 
graphic and plankton work, otter trawling, 
and deploying and retrieving moorings. 

The R/V ARGO-Maine is available for 
both short-term and extended oceanographic 
research cruises in the Gulf of Maine and 
neighboring waters. In addition to miscel- 
laneous items of equipment available on 
loan from the ARGO-Maine member insti- 
tutions, the ship's equipment includes a 
Neil Brown Mark III conductivity-tempera- 
ture-depth (CTD) probe and a 12-bottle 
General Oceanics Rosette sampling sys- 
tem. The ship can accommodate standard 
laboratory vans on her afterdeck. Home 
ports are Boothbay Harbor and Castine, 
Maine. Rates are presently $2200 per 24- 
hour day. 

For more information write or call: Philip 
Harman, Marine Operations Officer, Maine 
Maritime Academy, Box C-3, Castine, 
Maine 04420. m 
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