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If  your buckles need 
swashing, look no,fio'ther. 

T H E  second World War ushered in a 
new era of oceanography, championed by 
entrepreneurs, driven by national needs, 
and fueled by federal dollars. The new pro- 
tagonist was invariably male, ruggedly 
handsome, and chafing to go forth and tame 
the sea. Explorers and adventurers were 
our unsurpassed heros, and oceanographers 
worth their salt had the right stuff, although 
at the time nobody knew what to call it. 

Willard Bascom is a post-war oceanog- 
rapher. His new book chronicles adven- 
tures that begin underground in Colorado 
mines, where he drills and blasts through 
the hard rock of youth, shrugging off dan- 
gers and wishing for more. One night, fate 
intervenes, in the person of John Isaacs, 
who offers cosmoline cocktails in lieu of 
black powder boilermakers. Bascom suc- 
cumbs to siren songs of the sea, and soon he 
is surveying Pacific beaches, crashing and 
bashing through twenty-foot combers in a 
surplus amphibious Army ~'dukw.'" Manly 
endeavors, these: the timid and the cautious 
need not apply. 

Bascom rapidly pushes seaward, tore- 
casting seismic waves, salvaging stranded 
ships, and helping the Navy with amphibi- 
ous landings. Tales of exotic islands and 
languid archipelagoes emerge against a 
backdrop of Scripps Institution's Capri- 
corn Pacific expedition, during which 
Bascom serves as chief entrepreneur and 
head grenadier, with Isaacs hovering nearby 
as revered scientific guru. The book paints 
a threadbare but probably accurate picture 
of ironman oceanography, with rough-and- 
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tough camaraderie the order of the day and 
women mostly relegated to pastimes of the 
port. If you identify with Chuck Yeager and 
envy Red Adair, if John Wayne is your role 
model, you' l l  feel right at home with 
Bascom's to-hell-with-the-sharks approach 
to oceanography. He is Rambo of the deep, 
the high priest of nautical big-think. 

The author's work with seismic waves 
led him to a first-hand involvement in the 
Pacific nuclear tests of the 1950s, and 
through his eyes the explosions that deci- 
mated Bikini and other atolls are freshly 
awesome and horrific. We hear of the naiv- 
ete of the personnel who watched the tests, 
and we are reminded of innocent fishermen 
who died from radiation poisoning. From 
close range, Bascom vividly describes 
searing fireballs unleashed on a world 
unprepared to deal with them. Tough-guy 
scenes before an atomic blast starkly con- 
trast with a poignant image of "a pair of 
fairy terns, blinded by the explosion, stum- 
bling about in a clearing." Reminded of the 
madness, readers can only hope to escape 
the terns' late. 

The final third of the book continues 
with greater velocity but lesser impact. 
After the bomb tests, Bascom successively 
applies his special talents to deep-ocean 
drilling, diamond mining oft" Africa, treas- 
ure-hunting in the Bahamas, and wind- 
powered research vessels. Each of these is 
a tale in itself, each farther from mainline 
oceanography, and each an example of the 
author's swashbuckling style. In a few 
cases- - for  example, during the search for 
Spanish gold- -p lans  go awry, and the acid 
residue can be tasted in the text. On the 
other hand, the early drilling program and 
its quest for the "'Moho" lead directly to the 
presently successful ocean drilling program. 
And one cannot fail to be impressed by the 
author's creative response to the last energy 
crisis: a grand research schooner, tour- 
masted, computer controlled, and named, 
with characteristic modesty, the R/V Wil- 
lard Bascom. 

Bascom's latest book reflects a time 
when raw energy, inventive talent, and 
personal chaff sma carried the day. The book 
is a sequence of adventures drawn from the 
author's experiences, written in the style of 
an embellished diary: it is not a sea story or 
a novel, with developed characters and 
connective tissue. The Crest of the Wave 
offers an insightful and entertaining view 
of oceanography when it was rapidly devel- 
oping in the United States. Some readers 
may be put off by the author's abundant 
hubris, but many will appreciate his un- 
bounded enthusiasm for new ideas. 

S T U D E N T I A  

ENRICHING 
THE GRADUATE 
EXPERIENCE 

By Michael McClain & Charles Harden 

G R A D U A T E  school is a training ground 
for prospective scientists, a gateway be- 
tween the classroom and the scientific com- 
munity. It is during this tutelage that stu- 
dents develop their most prominent skills: 
the ability to ask the right question: answer 
that question through scientific investiga- 
tion, and communicate their results to col- 
leagues and the public. The mastery of 
these skills is essential in the development 
of a creditable scientist, and the extent to 
which these skills may be developed in an 
institution is a measure of the quality of that 
institution. Training in these skills, how- 
ever, need not be the responsibility of the 
institution alone, but may come from the 
students themselves. Such is the case at the 
Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmos- 
pheric Science (RS MAS) where, as in other 
institutions, students are augmenting their 
own education. 

The Rosenstiel School is a relatively au- 
tonomous branch of the University of 
Miami, consisting of approximately 160 
graduate students and 70 faculty members. 
Ongoing research at the RSMAS is in the 
sub-disciplines of marine biology and liv- 
ing resources, marine geology and geo- 
physics, marine and atmospheric chemis- 
try, meteorology and physical oceanogra- 
phy, applied marine physics, and marine 
affairs. 

The training of students in the marine 
sciences is naturally a prime objective at 
the RSMAS, one which has been met with 
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great  success  dur ing  the for ty-f ive years 
since the schoo l ' s  founding.  The resources 
avai lable  to s tudents  in the form of  facili- 

ties, cur r icu lum and fitculty are extensive.  
The  R S M A S  library is access ib le  to stu- 

dents  24 hours  a day, 365 days a year. Each 
s tudent  receives nearly unl imi ted  t ime on 
the schoo l ' s  compu t ing  system, which in- 
c ludes  l inks to a variety of  academic  and 
research networks.  And,  of  course,  individ-  

ual d ivis ions  provide  facili t ies equipped to 
satisfy research needs  within their  respec- 
t ive sub-discipl ines .  The small  s tudent- to-  
faculty ratio ( -2 )  enables  s tudents  to work 
closely with their  advisors  and to play an 
act ive role in research.  These  factors and 
more  come  together  at the R S M A S  to cre- 

ate an exceptional  educational  envi ronment .  
Despi te  the excel lent  provis ions  of  the 

R S M A S ,  s tudents  have gone a step fur ther  
and es tabl i shed  two organiza t ions  to ad- 

dress s tudent  needs and concerns .  These  
are the Mar ine  Science  Gradua te  Student  
Organiza t ion  ( M S G S O )  and the Organiza-  
t ion o f  Tropical  Mar ine  Science  Students  
(OTMSS) .  Soon after  the founding  of  the 
R S M A S ,  the M S G S O  was es tabl i shed  to 
insure s tudent  representa t ion  within the 
Univers i ty .  It has remained  an act ive voice 
th roughout  the s choo l ' s  history.  A repre- 

senta t ive  of  the M S G S O  occupies  a vot ing 

posi t ion on the schoo l ' s  Academic  Com-  
mit tee and part icipates  in the formula t ion  
of  pol icy regarding students.  The M S G S O  
also provides  a n u m b e r  of  services  such as 
short- term,  no- interes t  loans and new stu- 
dent  or ienta t ion  in tended to help with the 
p rob lems  of  " 'student life.'" As a means  of  

p romot ing  s tudent-facul ty exchange  as well 
as s tudent -s tudent  interact ion,  the M S G S O  

operates  a c o m m o n s  comple te  with music  
and a full bar. Finally,  the M S G S O  has 
created a travel  fund program to provide 
f inancial  ass is tance to s tudents  present ing  

the results of  their  research at scientif ic 
meet ings .  

Monies  al lotted to this fund annual ly  are 
ma tched  by the Off ice  of the Dean.  Exclud-  

ing the Dean ' s  match ing  funds,  the M S G S O  
receives  no mone ta ry  support  f rom the 
Univers i ty ,  and all of  its annual  budget  is 
met  th rough fund-ra is ing  activit ies.  Chie f  

a m o n g  these is the Annual  M S G S O  Stu- 
dent  Auct ion,  an event  in which  bus inesses  
and individuals  donate  their  services and 
merchandise .  The dona t ions  are auct ioned 
with earn ings  going  to the M S G S O .  Last 

year  the event  raised nearly $8,000. 

The  Organiza t ion  of Tropical  Marine 
Science Students  was es tabl ished in 1986 

to promote  activi t ies which  cont r ibute  di- 

rectly to the educat ion and training of mar ine  
science students.  

The O T M S S  sponsors  a n u m b e r  of  field 
trips to var ious env i ronmen t s  in South  
Flor ida and the Car ibbean ,  s t ress ing the 

importance of  an interdiscipl inary approach 

in the mar ine  sciences.  Th rough  these or- 
ganized  trips, s tudents  gain direct  exposure  
to, and an increased apprecia t ion  of, the 
sub-disc ip l ines  of  their  fel low students.  

Field trip leaders are faculty member s  or 
s tudents  with  special t ies in the areas to be 
visited. Beg inn ing  this fall, the O T M S S  

will sponsor  a series of  workshops  directed 
at improving  students '  presenta t ion  skills. 
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M i a m i ' s  Rosenst ie l  School  of  Mar ine  and 
Atmosphe r i c  Science  are enr ich ing  the 

educat ional  exper ience  for themse lves  and 
their  fe l low students.  We  encourage  other  
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