
Q U A R T E R D E C K  

VISION 

"'Morning has broken, 
Like the first morning" 

( C a t  Stevens, BMI Music, 
Repllnled V, llh permlsMO[I 

S UNR1SE at sea always seems startlingly brilliant and reassuring, especially to 

the tired watch, eager for breakfast and a quiet berth. Some veterans claim that the four-to- 

eight is the best watch of all, regardless of the awkward sleep patterns, because the benefits 

include the radiant preamble and postlude of each new day. 

We are securely at sea, beyond landfall and offsoundings, and the blooming colors 

on the eastern horizon foretell a grand day ahead. At press time, The Oceanography Society 

numbers more than 1700 strong, a remarkable growth in just six months, indicative of 

widespread support for the Society's goals and untapped potential for ocean sciences. 

Central among those goals is service to the professional community, service that lubricates 

the machinery of productivity and creative endeavor. But there is a larger calling, one that 

transcends mere infrastructure: it is the opportunity and the obligation to serve the global 

society from which we draw our members and much of our support. It is the larger arena 

where our greatest challenges and responsibilities await. 

The boat drills are over, the fire hoses secured, and the vessel's easy motion has 

banished preliminary queasiness. We will reach the first station shortly after dawn, It is time 

to unfold the scientific plan, time for general quarters. How shall we use our new 

momentum? How best to advance our science for the common benefit of society? What will 

be our cruise track, who will run the instruments'? It has been said that a man's vision is his 

future, and certainly this must be so for scientific societies as well. With our new 

organization, we have the unprecedented opportunity to project collective visions and 

perhaps chart the future of ocean sciences. To seek lesser horizons, to shun harsher latitudes, 

would be an injustice to the moment. Fifty years from now, with appropriate fanfare, let us 

celebrate the decisions made at the outset of our voyage: decisions born of vision and not 

of vicissitude, vision drawn from concern for the oceans and the planet they nourish. 

-David A. Brooks 

THE OCEANOGRAPHY SOCIETY 
1755 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., 

Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 2(t*,)36 
~202) 232-3900 

OFFICERS (PRO TEM.) 
D. James Baker, President 

Melbourne G. Briscoe. Secretary 
Nell R. Andersen, Treasurer 

David A. Brooks, Editor q/Puhhcations 

COUNSELORS 
G. Leonard Johnson 

Christopher N.K. Mooers 
David R, Schink 

W, Stanley Wilson 

OCEANOGRAPHY MAGAZINE 

EDITOR 
David A, Brooks 

Del)artment ~¢" Oceanography 
Te.ras A&M University 

College Station, ?X 77843 
(409) 845-5527: D.BROOKS 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Mary Jane Perry (Biologyl 
Universi O' o/" Washington 

School q[ Oceam)graphy V~ B-IO 
Seattle, WA 98195 

(206~ 543-2652: M.PERRY 

Ellen M. Druffel (Chemistry) 
Woods Hole Oceanographw Institution 

Woods Hole, MA 02543 
(617) 548-1400: E,DRUFFEL 

Donald B. Olson (Physics) 
Umvelwity c¢" Miami 

4600 Rickenhacker Cswv. 
Miami, FL 33149 

(305) 361-4074: D.OLSON 

Peter Lonsdale (Geology) 
A-O05 Scripps lnstitutiott o[ Oceanogral~hY 

La Jolla. CA 92093 
(619) 534-2855: P.LONSDALE 

Richard W. Spinrad 
(Technology and Instrumentation) 

Off'ice of Naval Research. Code 1125A0 
800 N. Qumcy St. 

Arlingtnn, I'A 22217 
(202) 696-4732: R.SP1NRAD 

ART DIRECTOR 
Norman Martin 

Tea~zs A&M University 
Sea Grant College Program 
College Station, TX 77843 

(409) 845-7524 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
Therese L. Samodral 

Department qf" Oceanography 
Texas A&M University 

College Station, TX, 77843 
(409) 845-2947 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Leticia Benning 

Deparmlent q[' Oceanography 
Texas A&M Universtty 

C~dlege Station, TX 77843 
(409) 845-3900 

2 OCEANOGRAPHY,NOVEMBER° 1988 


